CONCLUSION

the intellectual activities of civilized existence; while the political
revolution gave it a share in the control of the public life of the
country.

Under the influence of the same causes, offensive inequalities
in legal status were expressly abolished, while the painful discre-
pancies in the conditions of practical life grew slighter as the
bourgeois mode of existence spread to the rest of the nation.
Pitiless severity towards the weak and cruelty to condemned
criminals were mitigated by the influence of the sentiments of
pity and humanity, in combination with broader ideas and gentler
manners.

To this extent the three portions of the motto of the French
Revolution - Liberty, Fraternity, and Equality - have been in
process of realization. The slow, monotonous, hard, sedentary,
narrow life of the French has been becoming more rapid, varied,
and pleasant, fuller of movement and open to wider horizons.

This progress in every sphere started in the towns; it has spread
to the inhabitants of the country in so far as they have adopted
the innovations of urban life. It is from the country that the
peasants have constantly come in to fill the gaps left by the
dying-out of families in the towns. But since, by decreasing the
rural population and increasing that of the towns, the industrial
revolution has upset the traditional proportion between town and
country, the traditional balance of French life has been destroyed;
the population of the country districts has ceased to form the
majority of the nation. The future alone will show what ways
the French nation will find for adapting itself to conditions of life
contrary to all its traditions.
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